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Lesson 3  

Joseph – In Charge of Egypt 
 

Objective 
Study Genesis 41: Learn how Joseph used his talents from God to serve the people. 

Understand that we need to serve others as well.  

 

Supplies  
Teachers and/or Coordinators ensure supplies are ready prior to each class. 

  

Print From the Site:  

● Joseph in Charge Visual Aid – one for class 

● Joseph in Charge Activity Sheet – one for class to share 

● Serving Others Board Game – one for every 3-4 students 

● Bibles – enough for everyone to have one 

● Pens/Pencils/Crayons/Pencil Crayons 

● Stickers (for attendance) 

● Attendance Chart 

● Game Pieces – one per student (coins, buttons, or game board pieces) 

● Dice – one per game board 

 

Optional Supplies 

● Snack: 7 Pretzel sticks or Bagel Pieces – enough for each student 

 

Teacher Tips 

★ See Lesson One to Review 
 

1) Introduction to Lesson  

 

As students enter, welcome them and help them find a chair to sit at. Thank them for 

coming. Take attendance. 

 

Ask students: What did we study last time about Joseph? Joseph interpreted a 

dream for the Pharaoh. The dream warned of an upcoming famine and the cupbearer 
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remembered that Joseph could interpret dreams and had Joseph interpret the dream 

for Pharaoh. Joseph gave a wise plan of action to help with the prediction of the 

upcoming famine. This plan pleased the Pharaoh and because God was with Joseph – 

the Pharaoh made Joseph second-in-command and he went from a lowly forgotten 

prisoner to the most important man in Egypt besides the Pharaoh! 

 

Today we are going to learn what happens during the next 14 years God 

warned Pharaoh was going to happen and how Joseph served the people 

with wisdom during this time. 

 

2) Class Time – Joseph in Charge of Egypt      10-15 minutes  

 

Hand out Bibles as needed. Thank students who 

brought their own. Have visual aid ready as well.  

Ask students to turn to Genesis 41:39-57 and 

read. Ask if there were any words they had 

trouble understanding and explain. 

Discuss the following questions as a review: 

How did Pharaoh repay Joseph for 

explaining the dream which God allowed Joseph to interpret? He appointed 

him second-in-command and gave him a wife! How things quickly changed for Joseph! 

God had blessed him for his years of patiently waiting in prison. 

How old was Joseph when he became the Pharaoh’s next in command? 30 

years old. 

What was Joseph’s plan during the seven years of abundance? Gather grain. 

What did Joseph do during the famine? Sold the grain to those who needed it. 

What should we do when we are blessed with extra money or things if we 

use this Bible account as an example? Put some of the money aside for when you 

might not have money. Or put some treats or things aside for when you don’t have any 

treats or for when someone you know is in need. 

What can we do if we have a lot and someone else is in need? Share what we 

have! 
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How many sons did Joseph have? Two sons. 

What were their names? Manessah and Ephraim. 

It took a long time for Joseph to be rescued from slavery and prison. What 

should we do when it seems God’s plan isn’t working? Be patient. Keeping doing 

good and pray. Don’t give up! 

When we know times of trouble are coming, how should we prepare? Do what 

we can like Joseph. Ask God in prayer to help. Trust that God is working in the 

situation.  

Joseph was very patient in prison – he was caring, patient, helpful, and he 

kept serving God! God rewarded him for his perseverance, patience and 

willingness to serve. Remember – sometimes bad things happen – but God 

will help us through them and has a plan for us to help us, reward us, and 

bless us if we are like Joseph and remain faithful! 

 

3) Joseph In Charge Activity Sheet      15-20 minutes  

 

Hand out one sheet to each student along with 

pencil crayons and pencils. Read the instructions 

out loud and work through the activities together. 

For finding the grain activity, remind them what 

things are grains: things made out of wheat, rice, 

barley, oats, etc.  

While they are working, allow for questions.  

 

Service report card: Answers are personal, so they can put a hand over the answers 

if they would like. At the bottom it asks for ways students can serve this week. They 

will fill that in when they play the serving others board game in a few minutes.  

 

Find the Grain: Pizza (wheat), Cereal (wheat or oats), Spaghetti (wheat), Hamburger 

(wheat in the bun), Bread, Toast, and Bagel (wheat, etc.). The only thing not to circle is 

the vegetables/fruit. 

 

Things to Save: Examples include: saving money, games, treats, etc. How they could 

save might be – keeping some allowance money, not eating all the candies at once, 
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save a nice pair of clothes for church only, etc. They might want to save things for 

others who are in need or to share. So save treats to bring to school and share. Save 

their old clothes to give to others in need, etc.  

 

God gave Joseph the talent to help the people. God has given all of you 

talents as well. Let’s remember to use our talents to serve others and please 

God. This week pray to God and put some of these areas into practice by 

serving others!  

 

4) Optional: Joseph Serving Board Game     10-15 minutes  
 

Prep 

Before class print a board game for every 3-4 

students. Gather different game pieces such 

as buttons, coins, or pieces from other board 

games – a different one for each student. 

Have one die for every board game. Ensure 

students have a pencil and their activity 

sheets so they can fill in the ways to serve at 

the bottom of their service report card.  

 

Activity  

We are going to play a board game. On your activity sheet at the bottom of 

your service report there is a space to write down some ways you can serve 

this week. As you go through the board game, choose 4 that you will try to 

do this week to serve others.  

 

Read the directions on the board for the students. Make sure they each have a pencil to 

write their answers down on their activity sheet. Ensure each group has a student who 

can read the board game to others. Enjoy playing the game looking at the many ways 

we can serve others.  

 

5) Closing Prayer       

 

**Before the prayer, make sure the activities/snacks have been cleaned up. Ask if there 

are any prayers the students want to share and if so write them down.  

 

Dear God we pray that we will be kind and caring like Joseph and not 

become bitter when bad things happen to us. We thank You that You help us 
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in our times of trouble, like You helped Joseph. May we always be thankful 

and remember Your blessings. May we be helpful and serve others. May we 

remember it is important to save and share what we have.  

 

We pray for those in the church who are sick, weak, or struggling. May they 

be able to return to us next time. Thank You for Your help, Your love and for 

being our Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

6) Optional Snack: Pretzels or Bagel Bites      5 minutes  

 

You’ve all done a great job this morning learning about serving others like 

Joseph did. To help us remember, we are going to have a snack. Hand out 7 

pretzel sticks or a few bagel bites to each student along with napkins. Ask them: What 

do these remind you of? The seven years of famine and plenty predicted by Joseph.  

 

When Pharaoh had the dream, God through Joseph was able to show the 

meaning. There would be seven years of plenty and seven years of famine. 

These snacks remind us of the grain that was in Pharaoh’s dream. They are 

like the heads of grain. And they remind us of that Joseph stored grain during 

the time of plenty. 

 

God helped Joseph have the ability and wisdom to help others. Each of you 

has been given talents and gifts by God to help others too.  

 

Any questions about today’s story?  

What was the favorite thing you learned or did today? Why? 

What are some of your talents you can use to help others? 

Talk about the importance of serving others and how God is pleased when we do. 

 

7) Optional Songs          5 minutes  

 

Jacob’s 12 Sons 

Tune: Jesus Loves Me 

 

Reuben, Simeon, then Levi, 

Judah, Dan and Naphtali. 

Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulon, 

Joseph and Benjamin. 
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8) Things to Remember      

 

Thank the children for coming. 

Take their activity sheets home. 

Make sure students leave with a responsible person. 

 

Thank you for serving Christ in this way! 


