Grades 1-2 Y2 4 — Exodus & Leviticus

Lesson 1
God’s Laws Continued

Objective

Study Exodus 20-23: See that God had other laws for the Israelites besides the 10
Commandments to help them understand how to love God and others and work in a
community.

Supplies

Teachers and/or Coordinators ensure supplies are ready prior to each class.

Print From the Site:
e Attendance Chart
e God’s Laws Activity Sheet — one per student
e Bibles — enough for everyone to have one
e Pens/Pencils/Crayons/Pencil Crayons
e Stickers (for attendance)

Optional Supplies

e Snack: Trail Mix (check for allergies) — enough to fill small paper cup per student
e Paper Cup and Napkin — one each per student

Teacher Tips

* Use lots of visuals and actions to keep student’s attention.

Allow them to color while you read the story to keep them focused if needed
Sit beside children who can be fidgety or who might distract others

Learn their names - calling a student by name, gets them back on track
Break up the lesson if needed with a different activity to keep their attention
Remember to promote “please and thank you”
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Grades 1-2 Y2 4 — Exodus & Leviticus

1) Introduction to Lesson

As students enter, welcome them and help them find a chair to sit at. Thank them for
coming. Take attendance (using the supplied chart or your own). Let each child put a
sticker beside their name for this week.

Share with students: We are starting a new quarter today. I will be your
teacher and you can call me
You have been studying the book of Exodus and f|n|shed studying the 10
Commandments and how they related to Jesus’ commandments today. This
quarter we will continue to study the book of Exodus which means the
parting or exit — and continue with the life of Moses and the Israelites.

This week we are going to see some of the other laws God gave to the
Israelites after the 10 Commandments — laws that would help their
relationship with God and laws that would help them in their relationships
with each other. These laws would keep peace and help maintain unity as
well as please God and make the entire community’s life easier.

Think of a law you agree is good to have and one that you have to follow
whether it is a rule at school, at home, at church, or in the community. What
is that law and why is it a good one? For example, I like the law of stopping
at a stop sign. It makes sure people take turns, it ensures those who are
walking are safe, and it prevents speeding. Let students answer with their own
examples.

Laws are important. God gave us laws and also gave us a structure in society
so that we can all know what to do, be safe, and show love and care for each
person. Laws from God are good.

2) Class Time - God'’s Laws Continued 10-20 minutes

Hand out Bibles. Ask students to turn to Exodus 20:22. You will all be looking at the
various headings that the laws God gave were put under.

Explain to the students — For the next three chapters in Exodus, God gave laws

to the Israelites in how to treat each other and God in a pleasing manner.
Let’s look through our Bibles and read the headings that are listed. (Go
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through with them pointing out the headings — not everyone will have the same
heading, that is ok, but there should be a general similarity.)

Idols and Altars - the first title is Idols and Altars in most Bibles. Here God
gave rules and reminders on why they should not have idols and how to
show proper respect when worshiping God and using altars.

In Chapter 21 what is the next heading we see? Hebrew Servants.

Servants or slaves were allowed back in that time and God wanted to make
sure that those people were treated fair and special because of their high
chances of being abused.

What's the next heading in Chapter 21? Personal Injuries and/or Laws of
Restitution.

Personal injuries and restitution dealt with things like hitting or attacking
others and the consequences. Cursing parents and the consequences,
animals hurting people, etc. They all included how the person who did the
wrong would be required to make up for the damage or hurt done.

What is the next heading near or at Chapter 22 if you have one? Protection of
property.

What do you think this heading related to? Rules for dealing with protecting the
property of a home, animals, and consequences for stealing.

What is the next heading we see? Social Responsibility and Justice starting in
Chapter 22:16.

Social responsibilities dealt with how to treat unmarried women, sorcerers,
idolators, widows, orphans, foreigners, God, and the poor and needy.

In Chapter 23 what is the heading there if you have one? Laws of Justice and
Mercy.

Justice means a concern for justice, peace, and genuine respect for people,
upholding what is right and fair.

Mercy means compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is
within one's power to punish or harm.

So justice is getting what you do deserve. Mercy is not getting what you
deserve when it relates to punishment.
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So these laws related with how to be fair and right as well as showing
compassion and forgiving others.

Let’s read Exodus 23:1-9

Any words you don’t know — let’s go through them together. (Explain what
each difficult word means so the students understand.)

What are some rules listed here? Not lying, not showing favoritism, helping an
enemy, helping the poor, not accepting bribes and helping the foreigners who come.

What was the law relating to enemies in verses 4-5? Help an enemy by
returning their lost items and helping them if they need it.

Jesus says the same thing today, let’s turn to Matthew 5:43-47, but keep a
finger or bookmark in Exodus 23 because we are coming back to it.

Matthew 5:43-48

"You have heard that it was said, "Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”* But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, #° that you may be
children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. # If you love those who love you,
what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? * And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do
that? % Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Does Jesus say we can hate our enemies? No, we must pray for them and love
them too. We need to do our best to be kind to everyone and be at peace with
everyone.

Let’s go back to Exodus.
Finally, what was the last heading in Chapter 23 of Exodus? Sabbath Laws and
Festivals.

They dealt with how to treat the Sabbath day and what God wanted from the
three annual festivals He prescribed. We no longer have the Sabbath or
Festivals today, instead Jesus says we take the Lord’s Supper every Sunday
which we will learn more about in future lessons.
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These laws all connect to Exodus's emphasis that the Ten Commandments were
foundational—but only part of a larger framework teaching God's people to live
faithfully through generosity, honesty, and care for everyone.

Allow for questions, state that you will come back to them with answers if the questions
are too big for you to deal with this time. Give the answer next time if appropriate. You
can contact Sundayschoolbiblelessonsforkids@protonmail.com if you need help with any
questions. Then, move on to the next activity. Always have students look to the Bible
for their answers and help them find the verses they need.

3) Activity — God’s Laws Sheet 20 minutes

God's Laws for the Lsraelites
it fits in by putting

Hand out one sheet to each student along with pencils
and crayons. Go through the questions and activities
as a group, reading the questions aloud and help as
needed so everyone can participate.

Answers:

Match the Law

1. Love God 7. Love Others

2. Love Others 8. Love Others

3. Love God

4. Love Others True and False

5. Love God T F F T T
6. Love Others

While students are coloring, discuss each picture.

What is happening in each picture?

How is the child showing love for God and others?

Ask each student to: Come up with an example you will do this week to show
love to someone and love to God.

If time, on the back of their sheets, let them draw a picture of them showing love to
God and to others and share with the class what they drew.

We make our lives and other’s blessed when we follow God’s laws and love
God and others. We follow God’s laws in the New Testament and they are
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there to help us and God’s kingdom. We are wise if we follow His Words. I
encourage you to read or listen to your Bibles every day.

4) Optional Scenario Game — What Should You Do? 10-15 minutes

Have students go into 2-4 teams depending on the number of students you have. Make
sure older students are mixed with younger students so each team has some older and
younger players. Go through the following scenarios one at a time. Ask each team:
Come up with a solution to the problem that you think God would be happy
with. Each team on their own must quietly discuss and come up with an
answer. You have 2 minutes to think of an answer you all agree on. Then
after each team has given their answer I, or a volunteer, will read the verse
from the Bible on what God actually said the Israelites were to do. The team
or teams closest to the right answer gets a point.

Keep track of points on your phone or a piece of paper. The team at the end with the
most points wins.

Scenario 1:

Your friend's pet goat wandered into your yard looking sick. Their family isn't
being very friendly right now because of an argument they had with your
family. What should you do?

Answer: Exodus 23:4-5 Help even those you're upset with. Love shows itself through
actions.

Scenario 2:

You saw some students taking candy bars without paying. But they are the
popular kids and you aren’t sure you want to tell an adult because you want
to be friends with them.

Answer: Exodus 23:2 Judge everyone equally regardless of status or circumstances.
Scenario 3:
You broke your classmate’s tablet accidently while playing. You said sorry

but only offered to say that, not fix it. Is that enough according to God's
rules?
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Answer: Exodus 22:14 Damage requires fair repayment—not just saying sorry.

Scenario 4:
A new student comes from another country and speaks differently. Nobody
invited them to play recess today. What does God expect you to do?

Answer: Exodus 22:21 Foreigners and outsiders deserve extra care.

Scenario 5:

Your brother took money from the widow next door. She left her purse in her
backyard and your brother saw it, snuck in and took some of the cash. What
should he do?

Answer: Exodus 22:20 He should not mistreat a widow. He must give the money back
and apologize.

Scenario 6:

Your friends want to go to a festival where they worship false gods. They say
don’t worry, it will be fun. You know God says to worship Him only. What
should you do?

Answer: Exodus 20:3 We must worship only God. Do not go to the festival and if
possible, instead invite your friends to something the church is doing.

Scenario 7:
The big bully in your school tripped and broke his ankle. Everyone is standing

around laughing at him. What should you do?

Answer: Matthew 5:43-37 Help him.

5) Optional Game: God Says (Simon Says) 5-10 minutes

Instead of playing Simon says, play God says. The idea is you ask the students to do
different things that would show obedience to God’s laws. If you say “God says” — they
do the activity. If you just say an activity without saying “God says” they should not do
it because you didn’t say “God says”. If they do it then they are out of the game.
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Have students line up facing you. Tell them: We are going to play a version of
“Simon Says”, only we are going to follow what God says. Every time I tell
you to do an action you can do it if I say “"God says” first; if I don’t say that
then DON'T DO IT! If you do an action when I didn’t say “"God says” first,
then you will be out of the game. Last person in the game wins.

Here are some ideas to get started, you can add your own as well or have students
take turns being the person that picks what the others do.
« God says clean your room (pretend to clean)
« God says go to bed (lay down and pretend to fall asleep)
o Do your homework (pretend to do homework) Those that did are out since
you didn’t say God says!
« God says go to church (pretend to walk)
« God says help your mother (act like they are helping mom with something)
« God says be kind (practice being nice to someone else)
« Eat your supper before desert (pretend to eat) Those that did are out
since you didn’t say God says!
« God says listen to the teacher (pretend to put a hand over your ear as if
listening)
« God says give a hug (pretend to hug)
« Say thank you (say thank you) Those that did are out since you didn’t say
God says!
« God says say I love you (say I love you)
« God says sit down (everyone sit down and decide if play again)

If you have time, let the winner of the last game, be the leader for the next game.
6) Optional Memory Verse

For the next few weeks, have the students go to Leviticus 22:31 in their Bibles and read

the verse aloud as a class 2 times. If desired, have a few reward treats for those

who can memorize the Bible verse over the following weeks.

Leviticus 22:31
So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am the Lord.

Other options include:
e You saying a phrase and have students repeat a few times before working on the next
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phrase.
e Have students repeat after each other.
e Ask students to think of hand gestures for each section of the verse.

7) Closing Prayer

**Before the prayer, make sure the activities have been cleaned up. Ask if there are
any prayers the students want to share and if so write them down.

Dear God, Thank You for taking care of the Israelites and showing us that
You are wise and loving and will take care of us too! Thank You that we have
Jesus that helps us live a good life today that is pleasing to You. We pray that
we will remember to love You, love others, and give care to the rules and
laws in our land that match You Word. Help those in need, we pray for our
enemies, and help us to be kind to everyone we meet. Thank You for Your
help, Your love and for being our Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

8) Optional Snack: Trail Mix 5 minutes

You've all done a great job this morning learning that God gave more than
just the 10 Commandments to the Israelites. He gave other rules so they
would know how to love God, love others, and take care of each other in the
community.

To help us remember, we are going to have a snack. Hand out trail mix in paper
cups with napkins available. Explain that: Today we learned that God guided the
Israelites by giving the laws to live by. The Israelites stayed by Mount Sinai
in tents during this time. So to remind us of camping or tenting, we are going
to have some trail mix — a snack today we eat when going hiking to give us
energy.

Provide a napkin for children to clean their hands. Discuss and review questions while
snacking.

Any questions about today’s lesson? Answer the ones you can, tell them you will

get back to them next time with the ones you can't. Make sure to write them down so
you can ask someone else for help in getting the answers.
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What was the favorite thing you learned or did today? Why?

God’s laws are different for us today as we follow the New Testament,
whereas the Israelites were to follow the Old Testament laws until the time
Jesus rose from the dead. So these laws were for the Israelites, but some
Jesus tells us we need to follow today. But in both the Old and New
Testaments God wants us to love God and love others.

Why should we follow God'’s laws? Let students come up with ideas. Mainly it is

because God is all knowing, created us, and knows what is best. Following His laws
shows we love, respect, and obey Him.

9) Things to Remember
Thank students for coming.
Take their activity sheets home.

Make sure students leave with a responsible person.

Thank you for serving Christ in this way!
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