Grades 1-6 Y1 4 - Jacob

Lesson 2
Jacob Flees

Objective

Study Genesis 27-28: Jacob leaves his family to go to Haran because of his sin.

Supplies

Teachers and/or Coordinators ensure supplies are ready prior to each class.

Print From the Site:

e Jacob Flees Visual Aid — one for class

e Words to Describe Jacob & Esau — one per student
Bibles — enough for everyone to have one
Pens/Pencils/Crayons/Pencil Crayons
Stickers (for attendance)
Attendance Chart
Scissors — one per student
Glue or Glue Sticks — to share
Light Colored Construction Paper — one per student
Jacob Song Sheets — from Lesson One

Optional Supplies

e Snack: Fruits or Berries — enough to share

Teacher Tips

See Lesson One to Review

1) Introduction to Lesson

As students enter, welcome them and help them find a chair to sit at. Thank them for
coming. Take attendance. Let each child put a sticker beside their name for this week.

This quarter we will continue to study about the life of Jacob.
Last week what did we learn about Jacob? That Jacob stole Esau’s blessing.
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Let’s get started to see the consequences of Jacob’s lie. Today we will see
that Jacob - because he deceived and lied — has to flee from his family!

2) Class Time - Jacob Flees for His Life 5-10 minutes

Ask students to turn to Genesis 27:41-45. Then
ask a volunteer to read, or read yourself. Use Visual
Aid.

Why does Jacob leave his family? Because his
older brother is so angry that he wants to kill him for
stealing his blessing and being a deceiver.

Many of these problems happened because

Isaac and Rebekah picked favorites. Now that we have read this story, why is
it not a good idea to have favorites in a family, by this I mean not liking one
person more than another? When one is treated special, the other gets angry. You
might cause family members to lie and cheat. The one who is hurt, might want to seek
revenge and get back at the other person rather than showing love. Problems occur
between siblings and problems occur between parents to name a few.

3) Jacob Leaves & Esau Marries Again 15-20 minutes

Ask students to turn to Genesis 27:46. Then ask for a volunteer(s) to read Genesis
27:46-28:9.

Discuss the Questions:
Why did Isaac say Jacob could go? Because Rebekah pretended that she was
upset.

What was the concern about a wife? She was not to be from the land they were in,
which was called Canaan, but from Rebekah’s homeland in Haran.

When Esau learned that his parents were not pleased with the women from
Canaan what did he do? Married a descendant of Ishmael — his uncles family.

Would that please his parents? Allow students to answer but main idea is no.
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Because Isaac and Rebekah wanted Esau to follow God and be a good man.
He didn’t need another wife! And again, he didn’t ask his parents but just
went and got married again.

What could Esau have done instead? Allow children to answer. Ideas may include:
talk to his parents, pray to God, ask for forgiveness, ask for advice, but not marry yet
another woman that would not stop what he had already done, which was marrying
without involving his family in the decision making process and marrying more than one
woman.

God says we are only to have one person we marry, not more. Turn to
Genesis 2:20-24 and read it aloud. Then say: When God made woman and man,
He said the woman was to be a helper for the man and that they were to be
united together as one. That means not to marry other people but remain
together. So Esau was continuing to disobey God by adding wives when God
only intended him to have one wife.

Allow for other questions related to the lesson before moving on.

4) Activity Time — Attributes Collage 15-20 minutes
Words to Describe Jacob and Esau )
mp Mothe'r‘s Fathe.r's )
Print Words to Describe for each student, along with having Faverite | Feverte | Haly
scissors, construction paper, and pencil crayons/crayons. Smooth | Youngest | Oldest
.. Hunter Liked Tents| Trickster
Activity R )
. N . Receive Blessin Despiset
Hand out one piece of construction paper to each child along Blessing | Stolen | Birthright
with pencil crayons. Have students write 4 names in the middle | srvian | sicgne |
of the paper in a line. (Help younger students with spelling). Angry | Scared | Red
Isaac Rebekah Jacob Esau

Hand out one sheet of “"Words to Describe” to each child with scissors as well. Ask the
students to write or draw different things they know about each person based on what
the Bible has taught about them. Include characteristics like kind, tricky, quiet, and
respectful. You can also include physical attributes — beautiful, hairy, etc. Look at the
Bible Genesis chapters 22- 27 for ideas.
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Let them cut out the words that describe and read them aloud so each child knows
what it says. They can cut and paste the word under the right name for Jacob and Esau
if they would like.

*You may need to help younger children with words. Or you can allow them to draw
what they think each person looked like — Esau red and hairy, Rebekah beautiful, etc.
When drawing they could draw what they remember about each person. Isaac being
tricked, Jacob lying, Esau choosing stew over his responsibility as first born, etc.

Questions:

What happened because of Jacob’s lie? Let students answer.

When we lie and trick others, it ends up hurting us and others. It is never
good to lie or trick people! Jacob had to leave his family and live away from
them for the rest of his life because of his sin. When we hurt others and
when we sin, there are always consequences that happen. Bad things that
wouldn’t have, if we would have chosen to do what was right instead.

5) Optional Activity — Doing Right 5 minutes

Go through these questions with students to help them understand the importance of
doing right and seeking God's help.

1. Jacob lied to his dad, what should Jacob do to make things better? Pray to
God, be willing to say sorry and admit what he has done. Do what he should have
done rather than lying.

2. Esau is mad at his brother, mad enough to kill. What should we do when
we feel mad? Ask God for help, control our feelings and master them, like God told
Cain to do. Ask for forgiveness for being mad, talk to the person about why you are
upset in a loving way. Try to make things right, etc.

6) Optional Snack: Fruit or Berries 5 minutes

You've all done a great job this morning learning about why it is wise not to
lie, pick favorites, disobey God, and not ask Godly people in our lives for
advice. To help us remember, we are going to have a snack. Hand out pieces of
fresh fruit and/or berries to each student. Explain that, When Jacob fled, he
probably didn’t get to pack well. These fruits and berries are to remind us of
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the small meals he would have probably been eating as he travelled — he may
even have had to pick fruit or berries on the way to help him get enough to
eat. It would have been better if Jacob did not lie and have to flee in the first
place! Provide a napkin for children to clean their hands. Discuss questions while
snacking.

Any questions about today’s story? Answer the ones you can, tell them you will get
back to them next week with the ones you can't. Make sure to write them down so you
can ask someone else for help in getting the answers.

What was the favorite thing you learned or did today? Why?

What should we do when someone asks us to do wrong?

What should we do when choosing someone to marry or choosing friends?
Talk about the importance of praying to God and being honest, fair, and listening to
God and wise people over those who are wanting us to sin.

7) Optional Songs 5 minutes

Abraham had Issac, Isaac had Jacob and Esau — Abraham’s family that God
promised is being fulfilled!

Hand out song sheets — one for every two students and one for yourself. Sing
Isaac and Rebekah.

8) Closing Prayer

**Before the prayer, make sure the activities/snacks have been cleaned up. Ask if there
are any prayers the students want to share and if so write them down.

Dear God we pray that we will all remember that it is never good to lie to
others or to trick them. May we do the right thing and remember that hurting
others never helps. Help us be fair, honest, and kind. Thank You that we can
learn from the people in the Old Testament and that we can learn to do the
good things You want and avoid the bad things. Help us to remember to
honor our parents, listen to them, and ask them for help and guidance when
making decisions. We pray we will trust and rely on You God.
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We pray for those who are sick, weak, or could not attend that they will
return to us next time. And we pray for the church family that we will all
worship You in spirit and truth as You ask us too.

Thank You for Your help, Your love and for being our Father. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

9) Things to Remember

Thank the children for coming.
Take their activity sheets home.
Make sure students leave with a responsible person.
Thank you for serving Christ in this way!
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