Grades 1-6 Y2 4 — Exodus & Leviticus

Lesson 2
God’s Angel & Preparing the Way

Objective

Study Exodus 23: See that God was preparing and warning the Israelites and had a
plan to take care of them if they followed and obeyed. See that God will take care of us
if we follow and obey Him as well.

Supplies

Teachers and/or Coordinators ensure supplies are ready prior to each class.

Print From the Site:
e God’s Angel Activity Sheet — one per student
e God’s Angel Visual Aid — one for teacher to show students
e Map of Places to Conquer — one for teacher to show students
e Exodus Route Map — one for teacher to show students
Bibles — enough for everyone to have one
Pens/Pencils/Crayons/Pencil Crayons
Stickers (for attendance)
Attendance Chart

Optional Supplies
e Obstacles for the Angel Path Game — have chairs, pillows, mats, and some tape
to line the floor
e Bandana, Scarf, or Mask — two for class to cover eyes if doing Angel Path Game
e Snack: Candy treats (check for allergies) — 2 per student
*One treat will be for the voice of obedience game if you chose to play it, and use the

other for snack time.
e Napkin — one each per student

Teacher Tips

% See Lesson One to Review
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Grades 1-6 Y2 4 — Exodus & Leviticus

1) Introduction to Lesson

As students enter, welcome them and help them find a chair to sit at. Thank them for
coming. Take attendance. Let each child put a sticker beside their name for this week.

Share with students: We are continuing our study of the Israelites today and
the account of Moses as they camped at Mount Sinai.

But first I have a question, if you had to follow someone to a place you have
never been, who would you want that person to be who leads you? Let
students answer.

Well today we will see that God sends the Israelites an Angel to guide them!
Today we are going to study Exodus Chapter 23 — God warns the Israelites to
obey and sends an Angel to prepare the way for them. We will see that God is
willing to take care of the Israelites and He is wanting to take care of us as
well. God loves each and everyone of you, I hope this lesson reminds you
that you can trust in God to guide you.

Can anyone remember what we studied last week? We studied more laws that
God gave the Israelites to help them live at peace with each other and with God. This
included helping even enemies.

2) Class Time - God'’s Laws Continued 10-20 minutes

—

Hand out Bibles. Have visual aid and map of places
to conquer.

Ask students to turn to Exodus 23:20-33 read
yourself as there are many difficult names of other
nations. Explain any difficult words if students need
help. Show visual aid to students while reading.

Questions:
Who was God going to send ahead of the Israelites? An Angel.

The first time in the Old Testament we see the word angel — was in Genesis
16:7 when an angel appeared to Hagar — Sarah’s maidservant who had run
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Grades 1-6 Y2 4 — Exodus & Leviticus

away into the desert. In Genesis 3, when Adam and Eve were removed from
the Garden of Eden cherubim were said to block the way. They are a type of
angel as well, but the official word angel begins in Genesis 16.

Angels also appeared to Abraham and Lot, God sent an angel ahead of
Abraham'’s servant so he could find a wife for Isaac, and angels appeared to
Jacob and to Moses while he was at the burning bush. An angel also was the
one who lead the Israelites with the cloud by day and fire by night safely
through the wilderness.

What were the Israelites to do in verse 21 in regards to the Angel? Pay
attention to and listen to what he says. Not to rebel against him since God’s Name was
in him.

What did God say He would do for the Israelites in verse 22? If they listened —
God would be an enemy to their enemies and oppose those who would oppose them.

Let’s see if we can find some of the names /

mentioned of the nations God would drive [

out of Canaan. Pass around the map to each r\ \\\\\\\ {‘L\fanaam;sr
student as you discuss Exodus 23:23 and the  |g / ™= 5 \ pormer
nations the Israelites would conquer thanks o [F{ e, “\*} "= 4750
God wiping them out. @d
Find the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites,

Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites.
*The Gergesenes are shown on the map, but not mentioned as ones to be conquered.

Show that when those people were removed, how much land would be opened up for
the Israelites to have.

We studied many months ago about the Amorites. God told Abraham that the
Israelites would be slaves in Egypt for 400 years. Part of the reason was
because God was giving the Amorites a chance to stop doing evil. But
because they didn’t, He kept His promise to remove them for their sins
hundreds of years later. This shows how patient God is with a nation. (Genesis
15:13-16).

What did God warn the Israelites not to do in verse 24? Do not bow down to the
other nations god'’s or worship them and to break their idols and stones.
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Grades 1-6 Y2 4 — Exodus & Leviticus

If the Israelites obeyed, how would God bless them in verse 25 and 287? Bless
their food, water, health, full life, and children. God would also send His terror or hornet
ahead of the Israelites so that they would not have to do anything but follow God and
God would remove the nations before them.

*Hornet is listed three times in the Old Testament. We are not sure what
exactly God meant by that other than something terrifying and capable of
driving out the nations before the Israelites. Some translations say terror.

Why would God not drive out all the other nations right away in verses 29-
327? Because the land would become empty and the wild animals would increase too
quickly for the Israelites to handle.

This shows us that sometimes when we want God to hurry up and give us
something it is better we wait. God is making sure everything will work out.
He knows more than us and so when something doesn’t happen right away it
is because God needs to put things in order at the right time. So we should
be patient knowing and trusting God is working even though we might not
see it right away.

What was God'’s final warning in verses 32-33? Do not make a promise with the
other nations or their gods, and do not let them live in the land because they would
cause the Israelites to sin against God and be a snare to the Israelites.

This shows us we need to be careful about who we spend time with and what
things we do. Sometimes people from the world can cause problems for us in
the things they want us to watch, do, or say. Let’s follow God’s advice which
the New Testament also says — be careful who you spend time with!

We must remember that this was God'’s promise to the Israelites, not to us.
God doesn’t promise to destroy our enemies and give us land. This was
specifically for the Israelites. We are promised heaven, hope, inner peace
and a church family when we follow God today and so much more, but God
doesn’t promise us land or that our enemies will be destroyed. But, the
promise in Exodus 23:20 shows God cares deeply about protecting His
people. He cares for you!

Allow for questions. You can contact Sundayschoolbiblelessonsforkids@protonmail.com
if you need any help.
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3) Exodus Route Map 5 minutes

Fxodus R

Pass around map showing where the Israelites had travelled [0,

and where they were now in Exodus 23 — Mount Sinai. .

Show the area they were to travel to and take over in
Canaan so the students can see the “big picture”.

4) Activity — God'’s Angel Prepares Way 20 minutes

hogel Frprs e
e

Hand out one sheet to each student along with pencils and 5
crayons. Go through the questions and activities as a group, |.°: §
reading the questions aloud and help as needed so everyone
can participate.

Answers:
Multiple Choice
. B. An Angel
. Not be forgiven
. To protect
. God's prepared place
. Not bow down
. Little by little
. They'd become a trap
. TOO many

©NO VA WN
>>WOOP>PW®

Picture Match
1 3 4 2

True and False

T T F — Verse 21 God said to pay careful attention

F — Verse 29 God said He would do it little by little until they were fruitful

F — Verse 29 God said it would take time to ensure the animals didn't take over
T F — Verse 31 God said their border would expand
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5) Optional Game: Voice of Obedience 5-10 minutes

Prep
Have a candy treat, sticker, or some small prize available for each student who listens.

Have students line up against one wall with lots of room to get to the other side, you
can go outside if safe and clean to do so. Each student must be touching the wall or be
behind a line to start.

Tell them: When I give a command, you must move forward or backward
doing exactly what I say. Anyone who makes a mistake or doesn’t follow will
have to start again. The goal is to get past me (show them a pretend line at your
feet going from left to right). You don’t have to touch me but walk past the area
I am standing. The first one here wins. If I yell, “Freeze!” then you must stop
and not move until I give the next command. If you move you must go back
to the start line. Remember you must only do what I say to do, if you don’t
you go back to the start line and have to start from there. This is to remind
us that God said we need to pay careful attention to Him and obey His voice,
just like the Israelites were told to listen to the Angel God sent. God'’s voice
requires us to listen carefully and not get distracted. Can you do it?

Go through the following commands, you can change the order or commands as
needed.

Clap twice. Jump up and down 3 times. Take 2 large steps forward. Freeze!
Take 5 steps on your tip-toes. Sit down. Stand up. Reach to the sky. Freeze!
Take 1 large step backwards. Take three tiny steps forward. Pat your head.
Freeze!

Hop towards me 4 times. Turn around in a full circle. Jump up and down 10
times. Freeze!

Take 2 hops forward. Take 1 small step backward. Clap three times. Hop on
one foot. Freeze!

For everyone who tried to listen, give them a treat. Even if they had to go back to the
start, if they tried to follow give them a treat. Say: God prepares a special place
and blessings for those who follow Him. Our special place will be heaven!
This reward is to remind you of God’s love and promises for those who are
willing to obey!

Keep playing until someone goes past you. If you have time, let the winner of the last
game be the leader for the next game.
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6) Optional Game: Angel Guide Path 5-15 minutes

Prep
Clear a space and lay out a winding path with tape or mats with a few safe obstacles

around it. If you have access, get two bandanas, scarves, or masks to cover student’s
eyes. Prepare this before class.

Activity

Tell students to line up two at a time at the start of the path. Say: The game today is
for one student to guide the other “traveler”. The traveler will close their
eyes or be blindfolded. The guide will stand behind the traveler and give
verbal directions — you can’t touch the traveler. The goal is to get the traveler
safely to the other end. You can say things like, "Take 1 step forward.” “Turn
left and walk 3 steps.” Etc. Like the angel who guided Israel we are going to
try to guide each other through the path to remind us of how God is willing
to guide us.

Once one set of students is half way, let another set go and keep doing it until all have
had a chance.

At the end say: Great job! Just like God sent an angel to guide His people
through the desert, we can trust God to guide us as well. Today He guides us
through His word the Bible.

7) Optional Memory Verse

For the next few weeks, have the students go to Leviticus 22:31 in their Bibles and read
the verse aloud as a class 2 times. If desired, have a few reward treats for those
who can memorize the Bible verse over the following weeks.

Leviticus 22:31
So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am the Lord.

Other options include:
e You saying a phrase and have students repeat a few times before working on the next
phrase.
e Have students repeat after each other.
e Ask students to think of hand gestures for each section of the verse.
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8) Closing Prayer

**Before the prayer, make sure the activities have been cleaned up. Ask if there are
any prayers the students want to share and if so write them down.

Dear God, Thank You for taking care of the Israelites and showing us that
You are wise and loving and will take care of us too! Thank You that we have
Jesus that helps us live a good life that is pleasing to You. We pray that we
will remember to love You and love others. May we follow Your Word.

Help those in need and help us to be kind to everyone we meet. Thank You
for Your help, Your love and for being our Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

9) Optional Snack: Candy Treats 5 minutes
You've all done a great job this morning learning that God wanted the
Israelites and us to follow Him.

To help us remember, we are going to have a snack. Hand out candy treat(s)
with napkins available. Explain that: God has plans and good things prepared for
each of us when we walk with Him. This treat reminds us of the good things
God has in store for us when and as we follow Him.

Provide a napkin. Discuss and review questions while snacking.

Any questions about today’s lesson? Let students ask.
What was the favorite thing you learned or did today? Why?

10) Things to Remember
Thank students for coming.
Take their activity sheets home.

Make sure students leave with a responsible person.

Thank you for serving Christ in this way!
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