Grades 5-6 Y1 1 — Life of Christ

Lesson 2
Jesus as a Baby

Objective

Learn the account of Jesus as a baby - God'’s Son.

Supplies

Teachers and/or Coordinators ensure supplies are ready prior to each class.

Print From the Site:
e Jesus as a Baby Activity Sheets (one per student)
e Jesus as a Baby Visual Aid Sheets (one for teacher)
Bibles — enough for everyone to have one
Pens/Pencils/Crayons/Pencil Crayons
Stickers (for attendance)
Jesus is Son of God Song Sheet (from lesson one — for students to share)
Attendance Chart

Optional Supplies

e Snack: Trail Mix (nuts, raisins, or other bite sized pieces) — enough to share

Teacher Tips

* See Lesson 1 for ideas.

1) Introduction to Lesson
As students enter, welcome them and help them find a chair to sit at. Thank them for
coming. Take attendance (using the supplied chart or your own). Let each student put
a sticker beside their name for this week.

Share with students: Today we will continue to learn about Jesus as a baby. In
the Bible we learn that God loves us and sent His Son Jesus to help us!

(Hand out 1 lyric sheet to each small group of students so they can learn and follow
along.) Now let’s sing a song to get us started!
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Jesus is the Son of God
Tune: London Bridge

Jesus is the Son of God, Son of God, Son of God.
Jesus is the Son of God. Thank You God for Jesus!

An angel brought Mary happy news, happy news, happy news.
An angel brought Mary happy news, the Bible tells me so.

Shepherds left their flocks of sheep.
Flocks of sheep, flocks of sheep.
Shepherds left their flocks of sheep
To find the baby Jesus.

Wise men came to worship Christ,
Worship Christ, worship Christ.
Wise men came to worship Christ,
And brought gifts to Him.

2) Class Time - Jesus as a Baby 10-15 minutes

Prep:
Have visual aids to show. Have Bibles for each

student.

Activity:
Hand out a Bible to each student.

Does anyone remember what we talked
about last time? The birth of Jesus!

Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem where the Son of God Jesus was born.
Shepherds came to see Jesus when an angel told them to go to Bethlehem
that same night. Let’s continue reading from where we left off last time, look
at the pictures and following along in Luke 2 while I read (or get a volunteer to
read).

Luke 2:20-38 - Jesus’ Circumcised and Simeon and Anna

Grades 5-6 Y1 1 - Sundayschoolbiblelessonsforkids.com 2



https://bibletalk.tv/verse/2202

Grades 5-6 Y1 1 — Life of Christ

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord %3 (as it is written in the Law of
the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) %% and
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” %> Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 2 And he came
in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him according to the custom of the Law, %€ he took him up in his arms and blessed God
and said,
29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,

according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3% And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed %> (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
% And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 3 And coming up at that
very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting
for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Questions:

When did they go to Jerusalem after the shepherds saw Jesus the first night
he was born? Verse 21- eight days.

Who saw Jesus? Simeon and Anna.

Why was Simeon so excited? God promised Simeon would see the Savior — the
Chosen One that God had promised since the beginning of time — before Simeon would
die. Simeon was so happy to be able to meet and see Jesus — He was the Chosen One
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— the Messiah that was promised! Simeon prophesied that Jesus would have struggles
in the world and so would Mary.

Who else spoke of Jesus? Anna.

When she saw Jesus, she spoke about God and gave thanks explaining to all the people
that God sent Jesus.

3) Class Activity — Jesus as a Baby Activity Sheets 10-15 minutes

Hand out one set of sheets to each student along with
crayons, pencils, and/or pencil crayons. Go through the
sheets and only the do the two activities that speak of Anna
and Simeon. Do the Thank You God activity first, then after
going through the questions as a class, do the Anna Thanks
God code activity. Tell the students we will continue with the
remaining activities after learning what else happened to
Jesus as a baby. Ask if they have any questions while they do
the sheets.

Thank You God Answers:

Draw a line from “God promised...” to Simeon

Draw a line from “"We must take baby Jesus...” to Mary and
Joseph

Draw a line from “Listen everyone!...” to Anna

Mary & Joseph, Simeon, and Anna

Mary & Joseph

Simeon

Anna (and you could say Simeon told others — Mary and Joseph about Jesus)
Anna (and again you could say by Simeon giving praise, he showed thanks to God)

uhwnh =

Anna Thanks God Answer: Savior
When done, put the sheets and pencils down and get the Bibles again.

4) Class Activity — Jesus as a Baby Bible Reading and Activity 15 minutes

Let’s learn more about Jesus as a baby. Let’s turn now to Matthew 2:1-12 -
and read about the Visit of the Wise Men called Magi. Magi were astrologers
(people who could read stars to understand seasons and locations) and were
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counselors to the king in Babylon. Show
visual aid while getting a volunteer to read, or
read yourself while students follow along in
their Bibles.

Matthew 2:1-12
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, = =l = S N
2 saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.”> When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him,; % and assembling all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ®> They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6 “And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.”
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.”? After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest
over the place where the child was. 1° When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. ' And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 2 And being warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

After a year or so the Magi arrive looking for the Messiah according to the
star they had seen. Matthew 2:11 says that they came to a house in
Bethlehem where Joseph and Mary had settled. Notice an interesting fact:
They didn't come to a manger as the pictures and traditions indicate that we
see at Christmas time. They came to a house. We also know it was later in
time and not the same night Jesus was born, because as we will see, they
gave a timeline of about 1-2 years to King Herod we will read in a minute.
So Jesus has been announced to the Jews (through the shepherds) and the
Gentiles - those who are not Jews, (through the Magi).
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Notice also how many wise men or magi where there? We don’t know! No
number is given. So many people say three, but we aren’t told, it could have
been 2, it could have been 10 — we really have no clue. But we do know it
was more than one person.

Let’s finish by reading verses 13-23. Can someone read those please? Show
visual aid.

Matthew 2:13-23 - Flight into Egypt, Herod'’s Evil Response, Return to Nazareth
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” ¥ And
he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt ** and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who
were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the
wise men. 1” Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah.
18 "A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children,

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, %° saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for
those who sought the child's life are dead.”?! And he rose and took the child and his
mother and went to the land of Israel. %? But when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 2> And he went and lived in a
city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he
would be called a Nazarene.

It is very sad that the king was selfish and afraid of someone taking power
from him. He would rather try and kill the baby that was said to be the next
king rather than accepting God'’s will. But God protected Jesus. Remember
Herod killed all the baby boys 2 years old and under, he determined from the
time the Magi came to the time he waited, that the baby Jesus could already
be 2 years old.
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How did God protect Jesus? Told Joseph in a dream to take the family to Egypt.
Did Joseph obey? Yes!

After Herod died, what did God tell Joseph to do? Go back, but live in Nazareth
not Bethlehem.

Jesus' life and movements were dictated by the prophets' words concerning
Him. Hosea 11:1 in the Old Testament is where Matthew says "out of Egypt I
will call my son."” Matthew shows Jesus fulfilled all prophecy including being
born in Bethlehem and having to move to Egypt before settling in Nazareth.
Joseph is warned that Herod will try to destroy the Messiah and told to flee
to Egypt. They could have fled to any town, but in order for Scripture to be
fulfilled they had to go to Egypt.

Joseph and Mary were planning to return to Bethlehem after hiding out in
Egypt. But God informs him that Herod is dead and he can return to Israel.
When he realizes that Herod's son is reigning in the area where he wants to
return (Bethlehem), he is told to go back to his original home — Nazareth.
Nazareth was away from Herod's headquarters and not one where people
expected the Messiah to come from. It was the city that the prophets said
the Messiah would grow up in but not be born in.

Read Matthew 2:23 again:

Matthew 2:23:

23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said
through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Question:
Where was Jesus going to live? In Nazareth so Jesus would be called a Nazarene.

Just like if you live in Canada, you’d be called a Canadian, or India, you’'d be
called an Indian, or Ghana, you’'d be called a Ghanaian.

So even though he was born in Bethlehem, he would live in Egypt for a time

and be raised in Nazareth. That is exactly what happened! Jesus fulfills
prophecy!

Grades 5-6 Y1 1 - Sundayschoolbiblelessonsforkids.com 7



https://bibletalk.tv/verse/2904

Grades 5-6 Y1 1 — Life of Christ

5) Jesus as a Baby Activity Sheets 10 minutes
Let students for time remaining complete the sheets. The first part is to =
follow the map and trace where Jesus moved to with his family. Then if
time, they can fill in the numbers to find what the Magi followed. Leave
time for prayer, learning the New Testament Bible Books through song
and snack if doing.

6) Optional Snack — Trail Mix

Prep:
Before class make or purchase trail mix — nuts and dried fruit that people use while

traveling long distances. This is to remind students of the many places Jesus’ family
needed to travel. You can use paper cups or napkins to put some trail mix in for each
student.

Hand out a snack to each student. Say You've all done a great job this morning
learning about Jesus as a baby. To help us remember, we are going to have
a snack. When people travel or walk for long distances, they bring things
that are easy to eat and snack on, like this trail mix. Let’s enjoy this while
we discuss Jesus as a baby. Ask students what questions they have, answer what
you can using the Bible as a guide, or if you are not sure, tell them you will get an
answer and come back to them next time and then find someone who can help you.

Questions:

What person did you like learning about most today and why?

Jesus moved a lot as a baby; can anyone remember what were the places he
moved too? From Bethlehem, to Jerusalem, Egypt to Nazareth.

Clean up before moving on.

7) Optional Activity — Learning the Books of the New Testament 5 minutes
Practice learning Books of the New Testament you can sing them to the tunes like the
ABC song, This Old Man, or come up with your own. Here is a link to the tune from our

Sunday School Kids YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgqUmDXPPul
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New Testament Books of the Bible Song
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Acts and the letters to the Romans
15t and 2" Corinthians, Galatians and Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, 1%t and 2" Thessalonians,
15t and 2" Timothy, Titus and Philemon,
Hebrews, James, 15t and 2™ Peter,
1st, and 2", and 3 John, Jude and Revelation.

8) Closing Prayer

**Before the prayer, make sure the activities/snacks have been cleaned up.

Ask if there are any prayers the students want to share. Write them down to help you
remember. Then ask all children to bow their heads and fold their hands to pray. Start
below if you need help and then add the other prayer requests of the children.

Thank You God that You gave us Your Son Jesus! Thank You that He came to
earth and was born and lived His life so we could be saved. Thank You that
He is our Savior, Lord, and Messiah and that You protected Him from King
Herod. We pray that You will protect us too in our lives. May we follow Jesus
and You by reading and listening to Your Word the Bible.

We pray for those who could not come to worship today because of iliness or
weakness, help them to get better so they can return to us soon.

Thank You for our families, church families, and friends. It is in Jesus’ name
we pray, Amen.

9) Things to Remember

Thank the students for coming.
Encourage them to share what they learned with their family.
Take their activity sheets home.
Make sure students leave with a responsible person.
Thank you for serving Christ in this way!
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