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Lesson 5  
Jesus’ Baptism 
 

Objective 
Learn the account of Jesus’ baptism. This is when He started His ministry. 

 

Supplies  
Teachers and/or Coordinators ensure supplies are ready prior to each class. 

  
Print From the Site:  

● Jesus’ Baptism Activity Sheets (one per student) 

● Jesus’ Baptism Visual Aid Sheets (one for teacher)  

● Jesus Life Take Home Sheet 2 (one per student) 

● Bibles – enough for everyone to have one 

● Pens/Pencils/Crayons/Pencil Crayons 

● Stickers (for attendance) 

● Attendance Chart 

 

Optional Supplies 

● Snack: Watermelon Pieces – Cut into bite sized pieces enough to share OR 

 Pickles – enough to share 

 

Teacher Tips 

★ See Lesson 1 for ideas. 

 

1) Introduction to Lesson  

 

As students enter, welcome them and help them find a chair to sit at. Thank them for 

coming. Take attendance. 

 

Share with students: Today we will continue to learn about Jesus as well as 

John the Baptizer who was to prepare the people for Jesus.  
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2) Class Time  - Jesus’ Baptism               15-20 minutes  

 

Prep:   

Have visual aids to show. Have Bibles for each 

student.  

 

Activity: 

Hand out a Bible to each student who doesn’t 

have one.  

It is always great when we can bring a Bible 

to worship time. So if you have one of your own, remember to bring it with 

you and thank you to those who did.  

 

Remember last time we talked about John the Baptizer? He went to the 

Jordan River near Jerusalem telling everyone that Jesus was coming and was 

to prepare the way for Him. John knew who the Promised One of God was 

going to be because God told him. Let’s turn John 1:32-34 to read.  

 

John 1:32-34 

And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 

remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the 

Son of God.” 

 

John said that “He who sent him to baptize with water said to me…” John is 

talking about God! He is saying that God told him that the man you see the 

Holy Spirit coming down on and remain on Him, he is the Son of God. So that 

is how John would know who the Chosen One of God was going to be. Let’s 

see the account of when John saw this very thing at Jesus’ baptism. 

 

Let’s all turn to Matthew 3:13-17 to learn about Jesus’ baptism. If I can get a 

volunteer to read please? (or read yourself).  

 

Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
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righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 

went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice 

from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Notice a few important things. When Jesus was baptized, he went up from 

the water – to come up from the water, means you must have gone down 

into the water. Jesus was fully put under the water to be baptized. There are 

many other examples in the Bible including the Ethiopian Treasurer and 

Philip in Acts 8, that show baptism is always being put under the water fully. 

There is no example of anyone being sprinkled or poured on. Baptism in the 

Koine Greek – the language the New Testament was written in, literally 

means immersion. To fully put something under water. When we make 

pickles, we need to take cucumbers and submerge or completely put them 

under water with garlic, dill, or other spices. That is the same word used in 

the Greek for baptism – to be completely put under water! We need to 

remember that baptism in the Bible means to be put under water just like a 

pickle! 

 

What was the reason Jesus was baptized in verse 15? To fulfill all righteousness. 

To fulfill all righteousness means that Jesus did what was right. Baptism was 

something he needed to do to be pleasing to God and was the right thing to 

do. So Jesus obeyed and did what God wanted and so should we! Jesus was 

sinless but said it was fitting for even Him to be baptized! If Jesus did it so 

should we.  

 

This was God’s will that Jesus fulfill all righteousness and be baptized, it is 

just and right to do the will of God and to please God.  

 

Who was the voice from heaven? God! 

 

What did God the Father say after Jesus was baptized? This is My beloved Son, I 

am well pleased.  

 

So right away we see Jesus as an adult, following God by fulfilling all 

righteousness and getting baptized.  John and God Himself both state 

publicly that Jesus is the Son of God and that Jesus is pleasing to God.   

God confirmed that Jesus was His Son and that God was pleased with Jesus 

being baptized. Notice all three of the Godhead were present – God the 
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Father, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus the Son. Also notice that Jesus only 

received the Holy Spirit after His baptism. Not before. Jesus only started His 

ministry after baptism. Not before. Remember the last account of Jesus was 

when he was 12 years old. The next time we read anything about Jesus was 

at his baptism at 30 years old. So Jesus doesn’t start any miracles, preaching, 

or anything else until after his baptism. We can’t say we don't need baptism 

when even Christ did it and said it was right to do so! 

 

Now listen while I read from Mark 1:9-11 almost the exact same thing in 

Matthew.  

 

Mark 1:9-11 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

Questions: 

Where did Jesus come from in verse 9? (Nazareth) Jesus was a Nazarene from the 

Galilee region and he went to see John at the Jordan River. (Show students one of the 

activity sheets – there is the map on their activity sheet that show Nazareth and the 

Jordan River.)  

 

Did God want Jesus to be baptized? How do we know? He said afterward that 

He was well pleased! 

 

God is publicly stating that Jesus is His Son, that He loves Him, and that He is 

well pleased with Him. This is an amazing sight to see for the people around 

Jesus – the heavens have parted; the Spirit comes down from the heavens 

like a dove and descends or lands on Jesus; and now a voice from Heaven is 

talking to Jesus and acknowledging his relationship to God. 

 

What did the voice from heaven (God) say? "You are my Son, whom I love; with 

you I am well pleased."   

 

What did John tell people to do in our last study? Told people to repent and be 

baptized. 
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Jesus started when he was 30 years old. From then on, he spent all his time 

sharing the gospel, teaching, and helping other people. He only started his 

ministry after being baptized and receiving the Holy Spirit. So what do we 

learn from Jesus? 

 

Jesus thinks baptism is so important that he did it himself! Jesus said on 

numerous times that we need to be baptized as well. Jesus never sinned and 

didn’t need forgiveness of sins like everyone else, but he said he needed to 

do it to be right with God. How much more should all of us when we are 

mature and old enough to get baptized. If we pray, worship, and help others 

all in the name of Jesus, how much more should we get baptized in his name 

and do what he did himself. If Jesus did it, so should we! Jesus submitted to 

God’s will and so should we. We aren’t doing a work, but responding to a 

command and respecting God’s will. 

 

We also see that Jesus only received the Holy Spirit after baptism, not before 

and that is what the Bible tells us in Acts 2:38 and other places as well.  

 

Acts 2:38  

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Notice Peter says once you are baptized – you will receive the Holy Spirit. 

We, like Jesus don’t receive the Holy Spirt until after baptism so if we want 

the help of God in our lives, we need to be baptized and then and only then 

will we receive the Holy Spirit and forgiveness of sins. So like Jesus – we will 

receive the Holy Spirit at the point of baptism and not before. Like Jesus we 

should be baptized when we are mature enough, know fully what we are 

doing, and be willing to follow God with enough understanding and 

willingness to do what God tells us to do. Like Jesus we should be willing to 

please God and can do so when, at the right time, are baptized for the 

forgiveness of our sins and to receive the Holy Spirit to live in us and help us, 

just as he did with Jesus! 

 

So right away we see Jesus as an adult, following God by fulfilling all 

righteousness and getting baptized. John and God Himself state publicly that 

Jesus is the Son of God and is pleasing to God. We too can be pleasing to God 

when we follow Him! 
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Does anyone have any questions? If you can answer from the verses provided then 

do so, always use the Bible to respond. If you are not able or unsure, tell them you will 

get back to them about this important topic, find someone or search in the Bible 

yourself for the answer and get back to them. Feel free to write to me with students 

questions as well – see the contact form on the website. 

 

***NOTE: For students who want to get baptized – tell them that is wonderful and 

encourage them to talk with you and their parents. If they are too young but want to 

be baptized, explain:  

Did you know Jesus was 30 years old when He got baptized? He made sure He was 

ready and able to while He lived on earth. Jesus tells us it is a big decision. So keep 

studying and learning about Jesus, that makes Him SO HAPPY. Keep wanting to follow 

Him and learn like He did. When Jesus was 12 years old he would come and worship all 

the time because he wanted to learn, but even then he waited until he was an adult to 

fully dedicate His life to God and we and you are wise when we wait until we are old 

enough to fully understand and fully able to come to worship, even if mom and dad 

don’t, and fully know all it means to follow Jesus – even the tough parts that come with 

it. So when you are ready to put the toy trucks away and old enough to drive a truck 

and when you are ready to get yourself to church even if mom and dad can’t drive you, 

then you might be ready to get baptized. Until then remember to pray every day, read 

your Bible every day and come to church whenever you can and learn like Jesus did, so 

that when your time comes you will be ready. Take the time now to learn all the 

wonderful things God wants us to learn. But if you still think you are ready now, talk to 

your parents.  

 

You all did really well listening and learning. Now let’s do some fun activities. 

 

3) Class Activity – Jesus’ Baptism Activity Sheets       20-30 minutes  

 

Hand out one set of sheets to each student along with 

crayons, pencils, and/or pencil crayons. Go through the 

sheets as a class.  

 

Have students write their name on the page before finishing.  

 

Activity Sheet Answers 

Questions: 
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1. Jordan River 

2. Nazareth 

3. Get baptized. 

4. To fulfill all righteousness – to do what was right. 

5. God was well pleased with Jesus 

6. God is well pleased with us when we follow God like 

Jesus did. 

 

Matthew 3:15-16 Words to Mark: 

Circle: to fulfill all righteousness 

Box: Baptized 

Underline: Spirit of God 

 

True False 

The Holy Spirit came on Jesus   True    

John said Jesus was the Son of God  True   

Jesus was baptized in a pool   False – he was baptized in the river 

Jesus’ baptism was the right thing to do      True  

Jesus baptized John    False – John baptized Jesus  

 

4) Jesus’ Life Take Home Sheet                         

 

Hand out one sheet to each student. Tell them that it would be 

great if they can read all the passages with their families or on 

their own this month and remember all the places Jesus lived 

the first few years of His life. Tell them this is their take home 

sheet to keep at home and use to study God’s Word. 

 

5) Optional Snack – Watermelon Pieces or Pickles                         

 

Check for allergies in advance. Hand out a small plate with either watermelon or pickles 

for each student. If choosing watermelon: discuss how because watermelon is 92% 

water it reminds of Jesus’ baptism. If you give pickles, you can mention: that just like 

cucumbers need to be submersed and put under water in order to become pickles, in 

the same way baptism involves being put under water and brought out as a change in 

our life. We go in a sinner, we come out of the water saved! The vegetable goes into 

the water as a cucumber and comes out of the water as a pickle. 
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Say: You’ve all done a great job this morning learning about Jesus’ baptism. 

Today we will eat our snack as it reminds us of Jesus’ decision to please God, 

do what was right and be baptized in water. As we enjoy our snack, let’s talk  

about the things we learned about Jesus.  

 

Ask students what questions they have, answer what you can using the Bible as a 

guide, or if you are not sure, tell them you will get an answer and come back to them 

next time and then find someone who can help you. 

 

What did you like learning about most today and why? 

 

Clean up before moving on. 

 

6) Optional Activity – Learning the Books of the New Testament   5 minutes  

 

Practice learning Books of the New Testament you can sing them to the tunes like the 

ABC song, This Old Man, or come up with your own.  

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Acts and the letters to the Romans 

1st and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians and Ephesians, 

Philippians, Colossians, 1st and 2nd Thessalonians, 

1st and 2nd Timothy, Titus and Philemon, 

Hebrews, James, 1st and 2nd Peter,  

1st, and 2nd, and 3rd John, Jude and Revelation. 

 

7) Closing Prayer        

 

**Before the prayer, make sure the activities/snacks have been cleaned up.  

Ask if there are any prayers the students want to share. Write them down to help you 

remember. Then ask all children to bow their heads and fold their hands to pray. Start 

below if you need help and then add the other prayer requests of the students. 

 

Thank You God that You gave us Your Son Jesus! Thank You that He came to 

earth and was born and lived His life so we could be saved. Thank You that 

He is our Savior, Lord, and Messiah. When we grow up and are mature, may 

we choose baptism as Jesus did to do what is right, receive the Holy Spirit, to 

be pleasing to you and for us – have our sins forgiven. Thank You God that 
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You offer that gift to everyone. May we all choose to submit to Your will and 

do what You say, just like Jesus did!  

 

We pray for those who could not come to worship today because of illness or 

weakness, help them to get better so they can return to us soon. 

 

Thank you for our families, church families, and friends. It is in Jesus’ name 

we pray, Amen. 

 

8) Things to Remember              

 

Thank the students for coming. 

Encourage them to share what they learned with their family. 

Take their activity sheets home. 

Make sure students leave with a responsible person. 

Thank you for serving Christ in this way! 


